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periods each throughout. The average size of a
class is forty. Obviously, this is too large for the
fulfilment of the principle of self-activity, which,
involving as it does, close personal touch between
the teacher and individual pupils, demands smaller
classes*
Boys and girls are generally taught together in
the same school in villages and small towns, but
in separate schools in large towns. In village
schools, the subjects taught are the same as in
town schools, but they are treated differently, the
text-books, the examples chosen in arithmetic and
other subjects and the methods of teaching being
based on rural environments.
The hours of work are 8 a.m. to I p.m. in the
summer and 8-30 a.m. to 1-30 p.m. in the winter,
except in rural areas, where school work begins
at 7 a.m. in the summer and 8 a.m. in the winter.
The vacations are as follows : Easter : two
weeks ; Whitsuntide : ten days ; summer : five
weeks ; autumn : two weeks ; Christmas : two
weeks. In Westphalia and the Rhineland there
is no summer vacation, but, instead of it, a long
autumn vacation to enable the children to help
their parents in harvesting.
Courses of Study in the Upper Section of the
Volksschule,1
Geography. The course comprises detailed
geography of Germany and general acquaintance
* Vide The Reorganisation of Education in Prussia by I. L. Kandel
and Thomas Alexander, pp. 212-29.